
An Act for the Establishment of Washington College 
 
 
 

 An act for the establishment of Washington College in honor to the illustrious 
President of the United States at Salem in Washington county. 
 
 Whereas  the Legislature of North Carolina, established the academy in 
Washington county, by the name of Martin academy, which has continued for ten or 
twelve years past under the presidency of the reverend Samuel Douk, and has been of 
considerable utility to the public, and affords a prospect of future usefulness if invested 
with powers and privileges appertaining to Colleges: 
 

Sec 1. Be it enacted by the Governor, Legislative Council, and House of 
Representatives of the Territory of the United States of America south of the river Ohio, 
That the reverend Samuel Doak president, the reverend Charles Cummins, Edward 
Crawford, John Coson, James Balch, Robert Henderson and Gideon Blackburn, Judge 
Joseph Anderson, General John Sevier, Colonels Landon Carter and Daniel Kenedy, 
Majors Leeroy Taylor and John Sevier, John Tipton, William Cocke, Archibald  



Roan, Joseph Hamilton, John Rhea, Samuel Mitchell, Jesse Payne, James Aiken and 
William Charles Cole Claiborne, Esquires, Doctors William Holt and William Chester, 
Messieures David Deaderick, John Waddill junior, Alexander Mathews, John Nelson and 
John M’Collister shall and they are hereby declared to be a body politic and corporate by 
the name of the President and Trustees of Washington College, at Salem, in Washington 
county; and shall have perpetual succession and a common seal; that they and their 
successors, or the President and any six or more of them, by the name aforesaid, shall 
have and they are hereby invested with the legal powers and capacities [sic], to buy, 
receive, possess, alien and dispose of any property or monies for the use and benefit of 
the college; and may sue and be sued, commence and prosecute any legal process or 
processes, and have the like instituted against them, in any court of record in the 
Territory, in the most ample manner. 
 

Sec. 2. And be it enacted, That the President of the college with any six of the 
trustees, who may be present, shall be a board of trustees  



adequate to the transaction of business; and in the absence of the President, any seven of 
the trustees, being met upon their own adjournment, may choose a Vice President, to act 
during such absence; and that the President or Vice President, and each of the trustees 
before his entrance upon the execution of his office, shall take an oath before some 
justice of the peace for the county of Washington, faithfully to execute their  respective 
offices, which shall be entered on the records of the college; and that the President or any 
of the trustees shall have a right at any time to resign his office, by signifying such 
resignation in writing to the board of trustees; and the board shall have power to remove 
from office, the President, Vice President, or any of the trustees, when they may think 
proper; fill up any vacancies which may happen in the board, through the death, 
resignation or removal of members, by electing others in their room. 
 
 Sec. 3. And be it enacted, That the board of trustees shall have full power to 
appoint a secretary, treasurer, professors tutors and all necessary officers for conducting 
the concerns of the college, and to displace  



and supercede[sic] them at pleasure, they shall have power to meet upon their own 
adjournments, or upon a citation from the President or Vice President, to examine the 
proficiency of the students, to confer the literary degrees of bachelor and master of arts, 
to erect necessary  buildings, to make laws for the Government of the College, and for 
promoting morality and virtue amongst the students, Provided; they be consistent with 
the laws of the United States; and they shall take effectual care that the advantages of a 
liberal education and honors of the college shall be  equally accessible to students of all 
denominations.  
 
Sec. 4 And be it enacted, that the President, Vice President, Professors, Tutors, and 
students of said College shall be exempted from all military duty during their continuance 
as members of the college, except in a general invasion of this Territory. 
 
Sec. 5. And be it enacted, That the President and trustees of said college, and their 
successors, shall be, and they are  



hereby vested with a legal right to possess, hold, alien and dispose of any property 
belonging to Martin Academy and apply the same to the use of the said college. 
 
      WILLIAM BLOUNT, Governor. 
 (signed)    GRIFFITH RUTHERFORD,  P.L.C. 
      JOSEPH HARDIN,  S.H.R. 
 
July 8, 1795. 
=============================================================== 


