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SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE

The bulk of the Capitol Construction records, Board of Building Commissioners of the
State Capitol, 1844-1865, consists of financial date, but there is some information on the
specifications of materials used in the building. Labor agreements, contracts, and
correspondence are fragmentary. Reports to and from the commission, as well as
commission minutes have been preserved, as has the lawsuit between Francis Strickland
and the State of Tennessee. A history of the Capitol’s construction was written, possibly
by Return J. Meigs, and gives insight from a personal viewpoint which could not be
gained through the records contained herein. Included in the Sketch Book is a
newspapers account of William Strickland’s death. A copy of Clayton B. Deckle’s
“Tennessee State Capitol,” completes the materials in this record group.

Please note that as a supplement to these materials, there is a bound journal in the
Public Service Commission (PSC) records from its predecessor, the Rail Road Public
Utilities Commission, 1862-1866, (identified on cover as “Archive No. 75”) that contains
within the first nine pages, some purchase lists for the Capitol construction dated 1862-
1863. This volume can be found with the other P.S.C. materials on the southwest wall of
the 8™ floor stack.
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CONTAINER LIST

SERIES NUMBER 1—BIDS

Box 1
Folder
1. Bids, 1856-1860
2. Bids, 1851-1855
3. Bids, 1845-1850

SERIES NUMBER 2—BONDS

Box 1
Folder
3. Bonds

SERIES NUMBER 3—CONSTRUCTION

Box 1

Folder

5. Armory, Cement, cisterns, Copper Information
6. Glass, Grates, Heating Information

7. Iron Information, 1860

8. Iron Information, 1859

9. Iron Information, 1859

10. Iron Information, 1854-1858

11. Landscaping, Lanterns Information

12. Limestone, Lithographic Information

Box 2

Folder

1. Marble, Plastering, Pumps Information
2. Real Estate Information

3. Rope, Sand, Water Closet Information

SERIES NUMBER 4—CONTRACTS

Box 2
Folder
4. Contracts, 1845-1855
5. Contracts, 1856-1860



SERIES NUMBER 5—CORRESPONDENCE

Box 2
Folder
6. Bass, John, Incoming Correspondence
Birth, James
Campbell, B.
Jones, James C., Governor
McGowan, Patrick
Morgan, Samuel
Shryock, Gideon
Young, John

Bass, John, Outgoing Correspondence
Pickett, W. S.
Shryock, Gideon
Steele, E. G.

7. Morgan, Samuel, Incoming Correspondence
Beeber, James
Birth, James
Burton, L.
Cornelius and Baker Company
Creighton, G. C.
Dakin, James H.
Elliston, J. T.
Foster, George
Fry, Henry L.
Greenville, Wayne
Greenwood, Miles
Hatton, Robert
Hill and Carter Company
Hood, Robert
Jones, James, Columbia, South Carolina
McKinsie, Alex
Mitchell, Bailey, and Company
Plunkett, James
Proser, T.
Strickland, Francis
Young, John
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Folder
8. Plunkett, James, Incoming Correspondence, C-Mc
Calhoun, W. H.
Cornelius and Baker Company
Greenville, Wayne
Howard and Davis company
Kirkman and Ellis Company
McGreggor, James

9. Plunkett, James, Incoming Correspondence, M-W
Morgan, Samuel
Tilton, B. w.
Wallace, C.

10. Strickland, William, Incoming correspondence
Birth, James
Mclntosh, John
Morgan, Samuel
Letterbook, Commission

12. Estimates & Regulations of William Strickland
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Box 3
Folder
1. Estimates of Francis Strickland



SERIES NUMBER 7—FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

Box 3

Folder
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September, 1845

October to December, 1845
January to march, 1846
April to May, 1846

June to July, 1846

August to September, 1845
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10. January, 1847

11. February to April, 1847
12. May to June, 1847

13. July, 1847
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12. July, 1848
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5. September, 1849
6.
7
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January, 1850
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Box 7
Folder
1.

0.

March, 1850

2. April, 1850
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4. June, 1850
5. July, 1850
6.
7
8
9
1

August, 1850

. September, 1850
. October, 1850

November, 1850
December, 1850

Box 8
Folder
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January, 1851
February, 1851
March, 1851
April, 1851
May, 1851

June, 1851

July, 1851
August, 1851
September, 1851



Box 9
Folder
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October, 1851
November, 1851
December, 1851
January, 1852
February, 1852
March, 1852
April, 1852
May, 1852
June, 1852

July, 1852
August, 1852
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October, 1852
November, 1852
December, 1852
January, 1853
February, 1853
March, 1853

April, 1853
May, 1853

June, 1853

July, 1853
August, 1853
September, 1853
October, 1853
November, 1853
December, 1853



Box 12

Folder

1. January, 1854
2. February, 1854
3. March, 1854

4. April, 1854

5. May, 1854

6. June, 1854

7. July, 1854

8. August, 1854

9. September, 1854
10. October, 1854

Box 13

Folder

1. November, 1854
2. December, 1854
3. January, 1855

4. February, 1855
5. March, 1855

6. April, 1855

7. May, 1855

8. June, 1855

. July, 1855

10. August, 1855
11. September, 1855
12. October, 1855

©

Box 14
Folder

1. November, 1855
2. December, 1855
3. January, 1856

4. February, 1856
5. March, 1856

6. April, 1856

7. May, 1856

8. June, 1856

9. July, 1856

10. August, 1856
11. September, 1856
12. October, 1956
13. November, 1856
14. December, 1856



Box 15

Folder

January, 1857
February, 1857
March, 1857
April, 1857

May, 1857

June, 1857

July, 1857
August, 1857

. September, 1857
10 October, 1857
11. November, 1857
12. December, 1857
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Box 16

Folder

January, 1858

February, 1858

March, 1858

April, 1858

May & June, 1858

July & August, 1858
September, & October, 1858
November & December, 1858
. January & February, 1859

10 March & April, 1859

11. May & June 1859

12. July & August, 1859

13. September & October, 1859
14. November & December, 1859

©CoNoA~WNE

Box 17

Folder

January & February, 1860
March & April, 1860

May & June, 1860

July & August, 1860
September & October, 1860
November & December, 1860
January, 1861

February & March, 1861
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SERIES NUMBER 8—FURNISHINGS

Box 17
Folder
9. Furnishings

SERIES NUMBER 9—LABOR AGREEMENTS

Box 17
Folder
10. Labor Agreements

SERIES NUMBER 10—LAW SUIT

Box 17
Folder
11. Law Suit, Francis Strickland vs. the State of Tennessee, 1858-1859

SERIES NUMBER 11—MINUTES

Box 18
Folder
1. Minutes, Commission, February 12, 1844 to January 23, 1861

SERIES NUMBER 12—REPORTS

Box 18
Folder
2. Reports to and from the Commission, 1845-1849
3. Reports to and from the Commission, 1850-1853
4. Reports to and from the Commission, 1854-1856
5. Reports to and from the Commission, 1857-1861



SERIES NUMBER 13—SKETCH BOOK

Sketch Book
Oversized Material

This is a briefly written historical view of the Capitol Construction, 1843-1859. It is
believed that the author was Return J. Meigs, a prominent lawyer, former member of the
Commission, and in 1859 listed as an Assistant State Librarian. the book is composed of
some of the random ideas of the author as well as the events he considered to be of
importance. This document is important not only for its personalized view of the
construction process, and the people involved, but also for the numerous brochures and
newspapers clippings which are included. Particularly interesting is the account of
William Strickland’s death from the Philadelphia Daily, May 6, 1854.

SERIES NUMBER 14—TENNESSE HISTORICAL QUARTERLY, reprint

Box 18

Folder

6. Tennessee Historical Quarterly, reprint, “Tennessee State Capitol,” by Clayton B.
Deckle, Fall, 1966.

SERIES NUMBER 15—WAGE LEDGERS

Box 19
Folder
1. Wage Ledgers, 1849-1851
2. Wage Ledgers, 1853-1859
3. Wage Ledgers, 1850-1865



